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SUBJECT: SEC VISIT: 31ST UNGA 

REFS: (A) STATE 180074, (B) STATE 225436 

1 . EMBASSY REGRETS BEING UNABLE HERETOFORE TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION REQUESTED SINCE GOVT CHANGES AND LOCAL 
UNCERTAINTIES HAVE IMPEDED OBTAINING AUTHORITATIVE 
INFORMATION FROM GDRM SOURCES. MFA CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
EXPECTS THAT NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, BRUNO RAKOTOMAVO, 
WILL ATTEND UNGA BUT DATES HAVE NOT BEEN FIXED. HE 

WILL PROBABLY NOT DEPART TANANARIVE BEFORE OCTOBER ONE 
BECAUSE OF SPECIAL SEMINAR HERE, AND CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, 
WHO IS NORMALLY ON TOP OF SUCH MATTERS, SAYS IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO PREDICT HOW SOON AFTER OCTOBER ONE 
FOREIGN MINISTER MIGHT GO. IN ANY EVENT, BECAUSE OF 
CUMBERSOME GDRM PROCEDURE, SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL DOES NOT USUALLY AUTHORIZE OFFICIAL TRIPS UNTIL 
FRIDAY BEFORE DEPARTURE, AND FLIGHT SCHEDULES ARE NOT 
FIRMED UP UNTIL THEN. 

2. IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA OR 
PRIME MINISTER RAKOTONIAINY WILL ATTEND UNGA.SHEINBAUM 
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